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(3) expresses continued solidarity with the 

people of the East Bay of the State of Cali-
fornia as they work to heal their commu-
nity; 

(4) reaffirms its commitment to support 
long-term recovery efforts in partnership 
with local and State governments, citizens, 
and businesses; 

(5) supports the city of Oakland’s contin-
ued emergency response efforts and work to 
assist the families of the victims of the fire; 
and 

(6) offers condolences and support to the 
families and loved ones of the victims of the 
fire. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 638—RECOG-
NIZING THE 75TH ANNIVERSARY 
OF THE ATTACK ON PEARL HAR-
BOR AND THE LASTING SIGNIFI-
CANCE OF NATIONAL PEARL 
HARBOR REMEMBRANCE DAY 
Ms. HIRONO (for herself, Mr. SCHATZ, 

Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BROWN, Ms. COL-
LINS, Mrs. FISCHER, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, 
Mr. HATCH, Ms. HEITKAMP, Mr. KING, 
Mr. KIRK, Mr. MANCHIN, Mrs. MCCAS-
KILL, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. MORAN, Mrs. 
MURRAY, Mr. NELSON, Mr. RUBIO, Mrs. 
SHAHEEN, Mr. SULLIVAN, Mr. TILLIS, 
Ms. WARREN, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. BEN-
NET, Mr. PETERS, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mrs. 
CAPITO, Mr. KAINE, Mr. MURPHY, Mr. 
MARKEY, Mr. WARNER, Mr. GARDNER, 
and Mr. THUNE) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 638 
Whereas, on December 7, 1941, without 

warning and minutes before 8:00 a.m., air-
craft of the Imperial Japanese Navy at-
tacked military installations of the United 
States at Pearl Harbor and elsewhere on the 
island of Oahu, Hawaii; 

Whereas the attack at Pearl Harbor lasted 
for approximately 5 hours, during which 2,403 
members of the Armed Forces of the United 
States were killed or mortally wounded, 1,247 
members of the Armed Forces of the United 
States were wounded, and 57 civilians lost 
their lives; 

Whereas Japanese aircraft mercilessly at-
tacked facilities, naval vessels, and aircraft 
of the United States in 2 waves, destroying 
or severely damaging numerous vessels of 
the United States Pacific Fleet and 188 air-
craft of the United States, while Japanese 
submarines torpedoed several vessels of the 
United States between San Francisco and 
Honolulu; 

Whereas President Franklin Delano Roo-
sevelt declared the day of the attack on 
Pearl Harbor ‘‘a date which will live in in-
famy’’, and the people of the United States 
became united in remembrance of their fall-
en countrymen and committed to defending 
the United States against all aggressors; 

Whereas, on the day following the attack 
on Pearl Harbor, December 8, 1941, Congress 
declared war against Japan, and 3 days later 
against Germany, thus beginning the in-
volvement of the United States in a global 
conflict that would define a generation; 

Whereas more than 400,000 men and women 
of the United States sacrificed their lives to 
preserve the sacred freedoms of the United 
States and to cease forever the spread of Na-
zism through Europe and imperialism by 
Japan; 

Whereas, after nearly 4 years of warfare, 
and following victory on the European front, 
World War II ended on September 2, 1945, 
when the Japanese surrendered aboard the 
USS Missouri; 

Whereas, in 1950, Admiral Arthur Radford 
ordered that a flagpole be erected over the 
remains of the USS Arizona, one of the bat-
tleships of the United States sunk at Pearl 
Harbor; 

Whereas the USS Arizona serves as the 
final resting place for many of the 1,177 crew 
members of that battleship who lost their 
lives on December 7, 1941; 

Whereas the USS Arizona also serves as an 
educational site for people of the United 
States and international visitors alike, rais-
ing awareness about the attack on Pearl 
Harbor and the perils of war; 

Whereas the terms of the Japanese sur-
render fostered significant democratic re-
form in Japan, including ensuring the indi-
vidual liberty and rights of the people of 
Japan; 

Whereas the United States has moved be-
yond the tragedy of Pearl Harbor and war 
against Japan and, in the years since the 
conclusion of World War II, has formed a 
strong and valuable alliance with Japan, in-
cluding military cooperation and bilateral 
trade; and 

Whereas, on August 23, 1994, Congress en-
acted Public Law 103–308 (later codified as 
section 129 of title 36, United States Code), 
which designates December 7th of each year 
as National Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day 
and requests that the President— 

(1) issue each year a proclamation calling 
on the people of the United States to observe 
National Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day 
with appropriate ceremonies and activities; 
and 

(2) urge all departments, agencies, and in-
strumentalities of the Federal Government, 
and interested organizations, groups, and in-
dividuals, to fly the flag of the United States 
at half-staff each December 7th in honor of 
the individuals who died as a result of their 
service at Pearl Harbor: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate, on the occasion 
of the 75th anniversary of the December 7, 
1941, attack on Pearl Harbor, Hawaii— 

(1) pays tribute to the members of the 
Armed Forces of the United States and civil-
ians who died in the attack; 

(2) honors the thousands of men and 
women of the Armed Forces of the United 
States who paid the ultimate sacrifice and 
gave their lives in defense of freedom and 
liberty during World War II; 

(3) acknowledges the continued peaceful 
and mutually beneficial relationship be-
tween the United States and Japan; and 

(4) appreciates the efforts of Japan as one 
of the most reliable security partners of the 
United States. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 639—DESIG-
NATING DECEMBER 17, 2016, AS 
‘‘WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA 
DAY’’ 
Ms. COLLINS (for herself and Mr. 

KING) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed 
to: 

S. RES. 639 

Whereas, 25 years before the date of adop-
tion of this resolution, the Wreaths Across 
America project began with an annual tradi-
tion that occurs in December, of donating, 
transporting, and placing 5,000 Maine balsam 
fir remembrance wreaths on the graves of 
the fallen heroes buried at Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery; 

Whereas, in the 25 years preceding the date 
of adoption of this resolution, more than 
3,317,000 wreaths have been sent to locations, 
including national cemeteries and veterans 
memorials, in every State and overseas; 

Whereas the mission of the Wreaths Across 
America project, to ‘‘Remember, Honor, 

Teach’’, is carried out in part by coordi-
nating wreath-laying ceremonies in all 50 
States and overseas, including at— 

(1) Arlington National Cemetery; 
(2) veterans cemeteries; and 
(3) other locations; 
Whereas the Wreaths Across America 

project carries out a week-long veterans pa-
rade between Maine and Virginia, stopping 
along the way to spread a message about the 
importance of— 

(1) remembering the fallen heroes of the 
United States; 

(2) honoring those who serve; and 
(3) reminding the people of the United 

States about the sacrifices made by veterans 
and their families to preserve freedoms in 
the United States; 

Whereas, in 2015, approximately 901,000 re-
membrance wreaths were sent to more than 
1,100 locations across the United States and 
overseas, an increase of more than 100 loca-
tions compared to the previous year; 

Whereas, in December 2016, the tradition of 
escorting tractor-trailers filled with donated 
wreaths from Maine to Arlington National 
Cemetery will be continued by— 

(1) the Patriot Guard Riders; and 
(2) other patriotic escort units, including 

motorcycle units, law enforcement units, 
and first responder units; 

Whereas hundreds of thousands of individ-
uals volunteer each December to help lay re-
membrance wreaths; 

Whereas the trucking industry in the 
United States continues to support the 
Wreaths Across America project by pro-
viding drivers, equipment, and related serv-
ices to assist in the transportation of 
wreaths across the United States to over 
1,200 locations; 

Whereas the Senate designated December 
12, 2015, as ‘‘Wreaths Across America Day’’; 
and 

Whereas, on December 17, 2016, the Wreaths 
Across America project will continue the 
proud legacy of bringing remembrance 
wreaths to Arlington National Cemetery: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates December 17, 2016, as 

‘‘Wreaths Across America Day’’; 
(2) honors— 
(A) the Wreaths Across America project; 
(B) patriotic escort units, including motor-

cycle units, law enforcement units, and first 
responder units; 

(C) the trucking industry in the United 
States; and 

(D) the volunteers and donors involved in 
this worthy tradition; and 

(3) recognizes— 
(A) the service of veterans and members of 

the Armed Forces; and 
(B) the sacrifices that veterans, members 

of the Armed Forces, and their families have 
made, and continue to make, for the United 
States, a great Nation. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 640—RECOG-
NIZING THE DEATH OF JOHN 
GLENN, FORMER SENATOR FOR 
THE STATE OF OHIO AND THE 
FIRST INDIVIDUAL FROM THE 
UNITED STATES TO ORBIT THE 
EARTH 

Mr. BROWN (for himself, Mr. 
PORTMAN, Mr. MCCONNELL, Mr. REID, 
Mr. ALEXANDER, Ms. AYOTTE, Ms. 
BALDWIN, Mr. BARRASSO, Mr. BENNET, 
Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BLUNT, Mr. 
BOOKER, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mrs. BOXER, Mr. 
BURR, Ms. CANTWELL, Mrs. CAPITO, Mr. 
CARDIN, Mr. CARPER, Mr. CASEY, Mr. 
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